





























Beside the Cam - the fomds. Photo: Bethan Efiis

oppariunity in the early evening to wade round the basements to locute the
points of water ingress. In Phases 1 and 2. it transpired that, because this
fioed had been higher than all previous ones since Cripps Court was bailt,
the water had simply found points of weakness in the concrete walls that
had previously never been reached. The most blatant of these, an empty and
unsealed duct, was immediately filled with expanding foam, Phase 3. under
the Filzpatrick Hall. was supposed to have been flood-proof. But the Alood-
proof concrete tank walls had been penetrated in just onc place to let pipes
into Phase 3 from outside. and the heles to let the pipes through the tank had
not, it was now discovered. been sealed against water. The holes themselves
could not easily be reached because of metalclad lagging around the pipes.
With the River waters rapidly receding, the Stafl placed electric portable
submersible pumps at strategic places in the basements, and went home,
very tired,

But the worst was still to come. Although there had been ne more rain,
unbeknown [o us, a second surge was heading down ro Cambridge from
upstream. By midright, the River had teapt back to the level where it began
Hooding the Phase 3 basement again. Then, owing to a sequence of human
erors and misunderstandings, the efectrical power to Phase 3 was turned
off. thereby removing lhe power from the pumps that had kept the
underground car park under controd, and all the porable pumps that the Stalf
had left in position. By the time the Staff retcumed on Tuesday moming, the
flcoding in the car park and under the Fitzpatrick Hall was worse than it had
been when they had started the day before, and the floeding had spread inlo
the basement Music Practice Rooms (from which all stored propeny had
been hurriedly removed by some alert musicians in the middie of the night).
Without power, there was no lighting in the basements, and the water was
too high to resiore power immediately, until it had been verified that the
waler was clear of all elecirical poims. Once again the Firc and Rescue
Service had to be called to pump us out. The petrol pump that we had ordered
the day before arrived just in time to be pressed into immediale service to
pump out the underground car park.

By the end of Tuesday. the River had linally receded befow danger levels,
and all water had been pumped out of the basements. Damage has been done
to stored furniture, the carpets of the Music Practice Rooms and the
basement lobby to them, and to many hundreds of records of former students
which had been filed in the basemnent area. More student records would hanve
gone under water had not the Dean arranged for a chain of velunteers 10
empty the lower drawers of filing cabinets as the waters rose for the second
time.

The bill from the Fire and Rescue Service for pumping came to over
£10,000.

ROBIN WALKER

Th ‘hapel

The Chape! congregation has continued to welcome a wide variety of
churchmen and women, fuy and ordained, to preach during the year. The
visitors have included the Revd Peter Owen-lones, Rector of Haslingfield
with Harston and Great and Little Eversden {the last-named a Queens’
living). Cambridgeshire; the Revd Michael Becken, Vicar of S1 Paul's,
Cambridge: Mr Tony Heywood, Student Worker at 51 Andrew’s the Great.
Cambridge; the Revd Michael Robents, Principal of Westcott House; Ms Sue
Caddy. Ordinand at Westcett House. who has spemt five very productive
terms on ‘placement’ at Queens®: the Very Revd Brandon Jackson, former
Dean of Lincoln Cathedral: the Revd Julia Norris, formwer Chaplain of
Wesley Honse: the Revd Dr Malcolm Guite, Anglican Chaplain at Anglia
Polytechnic University. who preached at the End of Year Encharist; the Revd

Gary Rennison, Priest-in-Charge of Bar Hill. Cambridge, who spoke a1 the
Freshers™ Service; the Revd Canon Ted Crofion, Yicar of Christ Church,
Chelterham; Mr Dick Dowsett (1962). Overseas Missionary Fellowship;
and the Revd 1sobe! Halsall, Curate of Christ Chiurch, Walshaw, Manchester.
‘The Dean of Chapel, the Revd Dy Fraser Watts and Mr Theo Welch, FR.C.S,
have afso preached.

The preacher at the Commemoration of Benefactors services in May and
in June were the Revd Malcolm Macnaughton (1976). Vicar of 51 John’s.
Hoxton, and the Revd John Kiddle {1976). Vicar of 5t Luke’s, Watford.

There was a *Christian Unjon® Service instead of Evensong one Sunday in
March, an Easter Praise Service al the beginning of the Easter Term, and a
*Taizé-style’ informal service organised by a group of students in November.
Music and Readings for Passiontide and, of course, the Advent Carol Service
(held this year unusually early, because of the changing patiern of Michaelmas
Term dates. on 25th Novemnber!) continue to be extremely popular. Attendance
al the annual Remembrance Day service on | [th November was quite high,
The "Last Post” was played on the rumpet very sensitively by Tore Butlin, the
choir sang a varety of appropriate anthems, beginning, as has become
wraditional, with George Guest’s “They Shall Not Grow Old’, and the Roll of
Hongur of members of Queens” killed in World War Il was read. The Stafl
Carol Servige on | 2th December was as usual well-atiended by Staff and their
families. Lessons were kindly read by ten individuals tanging from the
daughter of one of our bedders to onie of the senior Fellows.

Daily moming and evening prayer, regular Jate-night -informal
communion services, major saints day communions followed the pattern
now well-established. For morning and evening prayer we have been using
liturgy devised by the Chapel Clerk. Mark Chapmuan, based on services and
canticles in the new Comimon Worship book (the Church of England having
seen fit to abolish the ASB ‘Shorter forms of Moming and Evening Prayer’
before their successor services had been published). Many appreciate this
quiet way of beginning or ending the working day. Few are able to make ihe
commitment to atlend regularly bul are happy 1o join a lesson reading rota.
There have been several ‘occasional’ services, including a chorul evensong
sung by the choir of Dean Closc Preparatory School, Chellenham, and o
service of guiet and prayer following the events of | 1th September, There
have also been five weddings und four baptisms, a golden wedding service
and a tenth anniversary blessing of a marriage that took place in Chapel in
1991. Sunday moming communion services continue at the experimental
time of 12 noon, though attendance has dropped substantialty this last term.
After completing a series on the early chapters of the Gospel of St Mark,
the Dean has begun a sermon series on Isaigh, chapters 40 onwards, at the
services. The new Common Worship books are used for communion
services al Queens’. There were Choral Eucharists on Ash Wednesday,
Ascension Day, and All Sains Eve and the choir continued to sing full
Choral Evensong on Wednesdays at 6,30pm.,

The Choir has had another successful year. [r April they sang Evensong
at St Paul's Cathedral to great acclaim (the Dean found reading a lesson
inder the centre of the dome a most disconcerling experience!). Sam Hayes
took over from Mawhew Steynor as Senior Organ Scholar in June and we
welcomed Fames Southall, from the Channel Istands. as Junior Organ
Scholar in Qcwober. The Chapel Choir toured Germany in the summmer, made
another CD and sang several concerts during the year ~ a full repon of their
activities is 1o be found elsewhere in The Recornd. The CD that the Choir
made in June 2000, under the direction of James Weeks was issued m the
early spring and was received with critical accluiny. Within days it had beeu
played on both Radio 3 and Classic fm.

Sicve Bishop took over from Mark Chapman as Chapel Clerk at Easter,
but Mark merely moved sideways to the pest of Sacristan, succeeding David
Marsden. Dan Plimmer became Chapel Secretary, A Christianity
Explained” course, jointly run with the Christian Union, has continued. Mr
Theo Welch, the Chapel's most stalwart supponer among Senior Members,
has continued 10 help with that group. Alex Wilkinson has continued as
Christian Aid rep and organised a large collection in May.

The acounstic of Queens’ Chapel is still very popular for concents and
recitals. The Fairhaven Sinpers {(founded by Stephen Armstrong (£976))
continue to rehearse in Chapel and the Chapel is used as the venue for a wide
varicty of concerts. Gonville and Caius Chapel Choir again borrowed the
Chapel to record a CD in early December.

The great Binns organ was played for the last time (by Dr Malcolm
Macleod} before its great restoration and renovation at the Staff Carol
Service, Experts from Harrison and Harrison Ltd have now dismantled the
organ completely and it will not be usable again until late September. In the
meantime we have hired a chamber organ and services will continue as
befare, though the Organ Scholars will have 10 get used to sitting in the body
of the Chapel in the centre of the action instead of in the organ lofi! The
Ante-Chapel will be full of scaffolding for nine months with many of the
larger pipes bying on a stage at organ loft level until they can be thoroughly
cleaned and overhauled in sitt. The rest of the organ, excepl, of course. the
case, will be removed to Durham. When the organ is reinstated it will not
only be thoroughly overhauled but will have & new modern piston system
and a replacement keyboard and the whole of the console and fascia will
have been restored as near as possible to its original 19th-century
appearance. The Choir will continue to sing a full programme of services,
though understandably rather more « cupetia music than uswal is planned.
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The Choir continues to expand its repertoire and the music cupboard in
the Old Music Room is positively bolging with music new and old, The
music editions of the psalier, however, are falling apan and will soon have
to be replaced. if we are to maintain lhe iraditional 1662 patiem of
evensongs. The money for such books and the Chapel music comes
principally from the penerosity of Old Members giving in the collection at
the Commemoration of Benefactors service at the Alumni Meeting in fune,
augmented by fees for concerts and recording sessions and weddings in
Chapel. Perhaps the most pressing call on this Chapel Fund, however. is the
replacement of some of the Choir surplices, many of which are thought to
be over 60 years old! These venerable garments are dutifully laundered.
ironed {and patched) ermiy through tke good offices of the Housekeeper,
M Jane Pearson, who continues faithfully to maintain atl the linen,
organise the cleaning of the Chapel and provide fowers for the Lord’s Table
each week in term time. The Chapel congregation continues to be most
grateful to her and her stalf and to Mr Steve Pauley and the maintenance
staff for their behind-the-scenes work. A great problem, however, has been
keeping the Chapel wann. Though it is not at afl venerable, in lact fairly
new, the gas boiler in Chapel has been extraordinarily temperamental of late.
breaking down with distressing frequency and needing one new pan after
another. The Dean is grateful for the forebearance of members of the
congregation. concert goers, the Fairhaven Singers and the MagSoc chorus
a1l of whom have had to endure near arctic conditions in Chapel for most of
this 1ast term and for their patience with the cutside enginearing contractors
whose job it is to maintain and repair this ailing and decrepit piece of plam
{even though it is virually the most modem thing in the building).

The Deans and Chaplains of the Cambridge colleges have launched a
website (www.christiancambridge.org) for the exchange of information
about Christian meetings, for discussion of theological topics and for news
about services and the vadows Christian deneminations in Cambridge.
Evervone is welcome Lo visit the site 10 see what's going on.

JONATHAN HOLMES

The Chapel reflected Photo: David Marsden

Tl 2 Libraries

Felflow Librarian: Dr Panterson
College Librarian Mr Martin Wilfiams
Library Assistant: Mrs Miriam Leonard

The Michaelmas Terrn saw the introaduclion of the long awaited automated
circulation system and in-house computer catalogue in the War Memorial
Library. The new systcm has meant faster service and improved efficiency.
As with any new syslemn teething problems were anticipated but Lhese have
becn few and the inroduction proceeded smoothly. A notable benefil has
been that overdue nodices are now sent automatically by e~mail w which
there is a much prompter response than there ever was to hand-wrinen
notices.

The purchasing hudget has been augmented by twenty-five per cent this
year 50 that we can sart to bring three sections of the Library fully up-to-
date. We are concentrating on English, History and Modem Languages.
With increased pressure from all sides on library resources, and rapidly
changing syllabi and reading lists. we can ocly hope to make full provision
for Part I students, although we shall of course continue to keep books useful
to and relevant 10 all students. We hope to be able 1o concentrate an further
sections in each of the next two years. A prant of £2,344 from Cambridge
University Press has also been of considerable benefit and has enabled us to
purchase books that we would not otherwise have been able to afford.

We are, as ever, gratefu] to our three voluntary helpers who have
continued to give their helpand support. Elizabeth Russell is just completing
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acomplete reclassification of the Philosophy section to bring it inlo fine with
recently published schedules, Isabelle ‘Weatleans, the wife of Jonathan
Wealleans (1984) is now taking a break 1o bave a baby. Richerd Brown
continves to take time out from his writing and editing work o help with
compuiter record input and paneral library duties.

The Old Library is perhaps the College’s least-known asset but L am glad
te say we have played host 1o 8 number of visits this year. The Friends of
the Victoria & Albert Museurn came to the Qld Library in April as pari of a
visit to Cambridge to see library wreasures. In May a film crew for a Dutch
Television company filmed there for pant of a documentary that they ure
making on the life of Erasmus. In June the Cambridge Biblicgraphical
Society held their Annual General Meeting in College and after tea saw an
exhibition of some of our more interesting and valuable holdings. July saw
a visil by the Gransdens Society, who attended a reception before touring
the libraries, Also in July we were pleased 1o host visits by members of the
Society of Bookbinders who were attending their conference in Cambridge.
This happily resulted in one of the arpanisers, Dominic Wall, relumning 1o
the Library to do a survey for us of urgent work that nesds doing to preserve
some of our finest books, for which we are extremely grateful. A proup from
Inscape Fine Arns Tours, who were doing a vourse in Cambridge on
illuminated manuscripts, came ia October to see some of our fing examples.
Corpus Vitrearum, scholars of stained-glass windows, visited the Library
and heard a talk form one of their number about the monastic stained-glass
panels in the windows. Members of College and their guests attending
Academic Saturday in October heard a talk on the history of the Old Library
and were show a selection of our important holdings. Clare Sargent, former
College Librarian, and awthor of a forthcoming menograph on the Old
Library, gave an illuminating talk about the fabric and development of the
library 10 a group anending a conference in Cambridge in December, The
year ¢nded with Fellows and their guests visiting the Old Library on the
oceasion of the Smith Feast,

During the year book donations were gratefully received from: The Revd
Canon John Polkinghorne, Dr Ian Paterson, Professor Peter Dickinson, the
Revd Dr Fraser Watts, 5t John’s College, Norman Davies. Professor Sir
James Beament. [an Lawrence. Alex Page, Mr Siuan Bridge, D.E. Hill and
the Revd Canon Brizn Hebblethwaite, Mis Judy Wedderspoon kindly
donated a collection of books on medieval German language and literature.
A cash donation was received from the Gransdens Society.

[AN PATTERSON

The Alumni and
Development Office

Founded in late spring, the Alumni and Development Office was established
to enhance the good work started by the Q550 Office at Queens’. Much of
those first few months were devoted to meeting and listening to Members
whilst hosting the evenis that had been pre-amanged. If you are wondering
what you may have missed, here are some of the highlights of 2001.

In June Members returned to College for a pre-performance supper in
the President’s Lodge before enjoying Bals® dark production of Richard 1E
in Cloister Courl. In contrast, an informal barbeque on one of the hotiest
days in July drew younger Members 1o Qrueens’ to seck shade and sip chilled
Pimms in the President’s Giarden. As the beat of the afiemoon faded, old
friends chatted into the cool of the evening on Erasinus Lawn, making a
nostalgie visit to the Bar before leaving.

On the last day of August. Engineers of al! ages congregated in College
10 hear Professor Rod Smith (former Fellow) deliver a stimulating lectore:
“Serendipity and a Career in Engineering”, followed by a black-tic dinner
in Old Hall.

In September Members from 1953 to 1958 were welcomed 10 the
Reception and Formal Dinner that 1ogether form Queens' Lraditional
[nvitation Dinner. Friends who had not seen gach other for over 40 years
chatted over old times, chuckled over Matniculation photographs and
exchanged news. Meanwhile other Members of College tock pan in the
University Alumni Weekend programme.

For many. undoubtedly, the highlight of the Alumni Calendar was the
House of Lords Reception on Wednesday, 26 September. A fine gathering
of Members and their puests sampled delicious canapés, wine and
chanipagne whilst admiring London's iHuminated skyline and observing the
evening traffic on the Thames from the balcony.

Back in Cambridge, Members and their guests were stlimulated by 4 series
of tepical and challenging lectures given by Queens® speakers at Academic
Saturday in QOctober. This resulted in much animated discussion over lunch
and tea by both those who had never missed an Academic Saturday yet and
those who were attending for the first time.

QOur final event for the year was an historic celebration. The Long Gallery,
in the President's Lodge, was the venue for a special Luncheon marking the
admission of women to Queens’ in 1980. To honour this occasion. a special
‘colour supplement’ has been produced.

KARIN BANE AND HARRIET SUTCEIFFE
























waining throughout the year is geared towards this one event. The idea of 2
Yargity Match was first suggested by Cambridge in 1882, but it was not for
4 further 10 years that Oxford took up the challenge, with 2 men’s waier
polo and swimming match becorning an annual event. However, it was only
in 1921 that the ladies’ swimming match was added to the programme, and
as recently as [970 that the men's and ladies’ cinbs merged.

The format of the Varsity Match differs from most other compelitions
with jusi two teams competing Liead to head, with two swimmers from each
tearn in each race. There are only seventeen events in the match, so every
race is impormnt and one mistake can be costly.

Last year we had a very successful year and we completely dominated
the Varsity Match. The men won their maich comfortably, 31-39, while the
women's victory was even more convincing, $2-28, only four points off the
maximum possible total. We also came second in the BUSA competition,
beaten only by Bath, who have one of the strongest swimming squads in the
conntry. This year has started well with the leam winning the first round of
BUSA in Morwich and many geod perfonnances at the Student Nationals
in Weston-super-Mare. Between New Year and the start of the Lent Term,
the team went for a week-long intensive training camp in Aldershot to begin
the final run in to this year™s Varsity Match in February. This year, the match
is expected to be much more closely fought, but Cambridge certainly has
Ihe ability and the will to continue the suceess of last year.

DANTEL O'DEA

R | y ouri ipan

The Queens’ RFC tour 1o the Far East in August 2001 was a tour of extremes,
At timeg scintillating rugby recalling the haleyon days of old was juxtaposed
w  the unorthodox grasp on the basics of the game that is the Edwards”
styte of catching and running! Extremes of heat combined with extremes of
sweat production. An extreme cullural divide was overcome with a
unification of nations around the beer tap.

We started our intrepid adventure with a few days training in Cambridge.
Things were looking promising as those players with relatively litle
experience cither in Queens” rugby or rugby in general were able to adapt
to the game and learn quickly from the more experienced players. Our fight
set off on the 5th August, an epic jenmey in which hoth ieam spirit and team
banter were high. On amrival in Osaka there were four things that were
apparent to the Queens” travelling rugby team. The first was that everyone
in our team, even Lewis, was raller than everyone in Japan. Secondly. it was
really, really hot and humid. Thirdly, the Japanese love baseball, to the point
that Osaka alone prabably has about 50 hitting nets dotted around. Fourthly,
it was really, really hot. We were transporied to our accommodation, which
was absolutely amazing. it was a bit like the Big Brother House, except we
had a Playstation, a chef whe would cook both eastern and western food for
us, and free beer on tap... yes, that's right.

We trzined once every day. usually in the moming before the midday sun
sturted Lo beat down on our backs, The Japanese players, while not having
the physical presence of our pack, were immensely skilful. Never a pass
dropped and every forward played zs (hough they bad spent Lheir lile ar
outside half, Unforumately for them, their entire pack weighed about the
same as Davison and Dawes combined, which made the scrums a little one-
sided. Their backs were absolutely outstanding at attacking and complerely
kamikaze in defence, Atinside centre, I was nailed repeatedly by one of the
charucters of the tour — Kensaka. It took us the first ten days of the iour,
which were spent in Osaka, to get to the pace of the Japanese zame and the
heat, but we were on top of them by the end of the first section of the tour.
During this week we played three games against tearns oiher than Osaka
Gaknin University. We won against Kyoto and Kobe, but were beaten by
Kansai, a Division One side.

When not playing rugby. we were able to see the sights of Southemn Juparn,
Osaka is a very industrialised city, but Kobe and Kyoto, which were only a
short train journcy away, had a Yol for the toudst looking at the history of
Japan - highlights included a temple made rom gold and some very
expensive fang.

Following the ten days in Osaka. we travelled to the mountains of
Sugadaira inthe west of Tapan, During our time there we played seven games
in nine days against a variety of oppositions. The locals had been Informed
that Cambridge University were going to play, which produced guite a big
crowd for our games. It was good to have a fan base even if it was slightly
unfounded, The days were fairly rontine: waking up at some ungedly hour
for training, followed by a fairly strange meal that wasn’lL quite as nice as
the meals in Osaka. We were very successful dunng our lime in Sugadaira,
beating all the tcams except our hosls, with whom we drew.

The experience was unforgettable and we are extremely grateful to Osaka
Gakuin for their sponsorship and for acting as hosts. It's going (o be difficult
1o surpass the tour in the future. Fingers crossed, they 'l invite us back soon!

OLIVER PEARSON

The Rughy Club 2001,
Photo: let Pharograpliic, the Cambridge Stadio by kind permission

r
Offic s ‘the( s20 )20 |
Captain/President Secretary Treasurer
Adlhletics Tom Guglielimi Bethan Ramsey Samh Farmer
Badminton (Miens) Sam Clarke .
{Womens) Susi Lister Steven Martin
Basketball Darryl Ramoutar
Boat Club Ea\;r;m E;ng:flﬁ,}:d Clare Hamilton Jeremy Chaloner
Bridge Allen Swann
Chess Gavin Chu
Cricket Neil Brown Rob Dafforn
Cross-Country Love Frithling
Football {Mens) Jonathan Steyes Graham Pontin Graham Ricketts
{Womens) Jo Whelan Eleanor Newbigin
Golf Ben Can
Hockey {Mens) Neil Brown Keith Bugler
[(Womens) Rache! Sides/
Ayesha Webb
Lacrosse Rebecca Grunwald Allen Swann Fames Keith
Lawn Tennis (Mens) David Dyson
(Womens) Rosie Wigglesworth
Netball Clare Fletcher
Pool {Mens) Rikesh Patel
(Womens) Nicola Kay
Rughy (Mens) Sam Robens Andy Odhams Oliver Pearson
{Womens) Mary Shepperson Cat Riddell
Skiing James Buchanan Steve Martin Bethan Rarnsey
Sguash (Miens) Lawrence Toime Asdil Mamujee Steven Martin
{Woinens) Charlotte Acton
Swimming Pau! Mcllroy
Table Tennis Allen Swann David Crofis
Ultimate Frisbee David Crofts Helen Whiting Mark Chapman
Volleyball Peter Holmes Elaine Lee
Water Polo Paul Mellroy
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examinanons (significantly up un the 113 of the year before)— so that, once
again, more than u quarter of our candidates achieved this high academic
distinction. Their individual suceesses conmibuted to an overall examination
performance a1 Queens’ which placed the College well above the (already
high} average for the University as a whole.

Behind these statistics. of course, there are 132 individual records of
achievement, of which only a flavour can be given here. Queens’
undergraduates were at the top of the Tripos in Archaeology & Anthropology
11, Medical Sciences JA, Computer Scienges 11 (General}, Manufacturing
Engineering I, and Anatomy I1. With this, ax might be expected, came a brace
of University Prizes: Rowena Price was awarded the Chancellor's Medal for
Proficiency in Classical Learning, Hannah Baker took the Falcon Chambers
Prize for Land Law, Mark Watson the Quiller-Couch Prize in English,
Timothy Finlay the Archibald Denny Prize in Engineering and Angus Bryant
won the Charles Lamb Prize for the EIS Tripos.

Queens’ graduate students, tog, have brought distinction to the College.
Our graduate lawyers. taking the LLM, continued o conform 1o our past
record of achievernent. 37 of our doctoral swdents completed their PhDs
during the year, and 40 graduate students were admitted to their MPhils. The
graduate community at Queens’ is now almost as large as the undergraduate
side - und 1heir commitment and contribution to the College hax been po
less significant.

Balanced against these academic achievernents was another rewarding
year of sporting, cultural and social uctivities. The Rugby Club’s summer
Tapan Tour {to Osaka) was probably the highlight of the sporting calendar.
The squad left in eally August, with coach Rogers, for a series of games
against Japanese university teams. Generous sponsorship came from Osaka
Gakuin University. Although in our off-season. the squad quickly regained
form in training and came away with an honourable draw against their hosts,
Osaka Gakwin University. Future tours, and a return tour from Osaka. are
planned.

The overwhelming feeling one comes away with when surveying the year
i%, again, one of sheer adinimtion. As the College Officer with responsibility
for the academic alTairs of the College, i1 has never been difficult to find
assistance from the students whenever it was needed, Whether rescoing
historical files from flood water. or repairing damage to an electrical circuit,
or joining the College in s school recruitment activities, the students
uniformly give unreservedly of their time and goodwill. But perhaps this is
too much praise from the Senior Tutor: anyone who would wish to hear about
other matters should drop in and see me some time!

MURRAY MILGATE

The Camb

(  eensman at M
This year has seen Ihe mtroduction of a new exchange programme where
students from Cambridge can swap places with students from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Liz Gaunt, Peter Eckley, Dan
Abramson and Mant Miller - four intrepid Queens' students — took up the
challenpe and, together with roughly 30 others from dilTerent colleges, were
sent to teach the Amnericans a thing or two, barely esxcaping from owr ordead
with any sanity lefi. This is a{slightly biased) ramble about our first term there.
Whilst being an atypical American University, MIT also differs from
Cambridge greatly. As you read abowt my attempt o describe the
differences, please be wary that my opinion may, and probably will, differ
from everyome eise’s, Workwise I feel the pace at Cambridge is much faster
— possibly even more material is covered in an eight-week course in
Cambridge than in a founteen week MIT course. However, at MIT you
aciually have to know the material! | remember revising for my Cambridge
exams by disregarding whole topics as “Ch weli, I've got a cheice™, MIT
has continuous assessment; you actually have to be on top of the material
all of the time. I"m not a great fan of this although it seems a bit favourable
now as I'm haifway through my third year course at Chrisimas. However,
the obsessive natore of having to do everything is a bit odd. 1 know of firsy
years in my hall who have chosen options thal give them a 60-odd hour week.
The Amencan students at MIT are very varied. The different halls of
residence on the campus have wtalty different characteristics — much more
50 than Cambridge colleges — because in MIT freshens” week the first years
get 1o choose where they want to live, so like-minded places attract like-
minded people. The cycle continues, getting almost cut of control. Imagine
a hall mostly fuli of people like Alex Page, atiracting other Ajex Pages until,
afler a few years, the place is totally overrun. A shocking thought, if there
ever was on¢! Unfortunately, next year this freshers’ week policy is going
to stop whicl will eventually remove a lot of the individual characlerisucs
of the halls. As an incentive to get me to join them my hall blew a lot of
things up. threw things off buildings, and conducted the infamous MIT
sodium drop  half a kilo of sedium being thrown into the Charles River
off a bridge. | even saw the amazing sight of a gherkin connected to muins
voltage, and lets just say that I'm going to be picking them off my
McDonalds cheeseburgers from now on... I might even stum craving
Queens’ College hall food but maybe that's going a bit far. The MIT freshers”
week is a lot more varied than the Cambridge one; the Cambridge one being

ge-MIT exchange

focussed mainy on alcohol. Generally MIT students drink less than they do
in Cambridge, although they also put on some interesting parties!

Apart from drinking together we exchange students have wried to do
‘touristy” things together. There have been lrips to see strange sports which
were, in my opinion, definitely not as exciting and riveting as good old
cricket. Trips to Cape Cod. New York and the White Mountains  where
Queens’ third year, Mr Peter Eckley, dazzled the outing club ladies arcund
the camp fire with his guitar playing and near-perfect English accent. Seeing
bands in Boston is very easy too. We have waiched various arlists from
Coldplay, seen as ‘the new European sepsation”, to the {egendary Bob Dylan.
We've alsu had our own Christmas Dinner on the night that it decided to
snow constantly.

Of course there have been things T have missed about England, namety
{in order of imponance) Championship Manager. playing for Queens’ third
football team, girlfiend. elc. In January [ returned to Queens” as a visitor to
sit in the Bar, get a kebab from Gartli’s and a club sandwich frem Sam
Swiley's. When my nexl. and final, fourteen week term finishes in May 1l
be back in the Bar walching the World Cup, annoying everyone who still
has their finals.

Overall { am having an excellent year. I theroughly recommend doing
this exchanpe if anyone Is considering it in the fulure. T hope the recem
terrorist probicms do not affect the chance 10 study in the USA as a foreign
student. as it is a truly memorable experience,

MATTHEW MILLER

MIT man at Queens’

Ab ome of the MIT exchange sudents here at Cambridge his year, 1 always
gt asked how [ compare here Lo there. And there's only one thing [ can say...
I's different. ... compleiely different... Some things are berter here, others
are better there, but there’s hardly anything in common between the 1wo
universities. I'll illustrate by nunating through a (ypical day.

T usually ser my alarm for Bam here in an altempt to get to my st class
at the Cavendish at Sam, T( ofien takes me until 8:30 or jater 10 get ont of
bed. putting me about 10 minutes late for my class. I'm not a moming
person, which is alright at MIT, beeuuse most people thene aren’t either.
Since you get to choose what classes you want to take al MIT. you get to
pick your schedule, and if you're careful. you can stan your day with your
first class after noon. But I still manage to be late to that anyway.

Whereas here I have two or three leclures a day, and a supervision every
other week or so per class, at MIT a typical class has three hours of leciures
and two hours "recitation” a week. A recitation is vaguely similar to a large,
10-20 persor supervision, depending on the ¢lass. A typical courseload there
is four to five classes per 16 week term. Each class is self-contained, and 15
over for good a1 the end of werm. They use contlinuous assessment. in the
form of gruded problem sets (similar to examples papers) due weekly, and
two or three exams and a final, al} contributing to your final mark.

Here I'm usuaily done and home before 2pm. There classes usually end
at Spm because no classes run from 5pm-7pm. There are also some classes
from 7pm-10pm. Spm-7pm is reserved for dinmer, spons, and activities.
Food is just as bad there, but it’s expensive 100, Activities are similar here
and there: something usually exisis lor almost anything you'd care to de,

After all that is done, I'd usually find myself windering through the halls
of my MIT dorm. Everyone usually keeps their door npen if they 're in, and
sa I'd stop and talk with everyone, and soon find 2 reom where we'd just sit
and chill. or play games. Maybe we'd get a proup of people together and go
out and toss a frisbee or [american) football. Here, it’s easier just to go 10
your room and end up staying there atl nighl. Wandeting takes more effort,
and also involves going outside at times. Also, there aren’t haflways. just
staircases, so you’d encounter fewer doors Lo distract you on your way home,
and there are no lounges to sit in when you do work.

T usually end up doing work or something similar scon after dinner here.
At MIT, most people are either at activitizs or goofing off or chilling until
late evening. and don’t start work until altes that, well inte the night. Over
here F've noticed that work Lends to happen on your own, in your own room
- 1 haven't really seen group study at Cambridge, which 1 find kind of
disappointing, At MIT, it’s almost encouraged 1o work with other people.
There are always some people taking the same class as you around, and so
when you start work (invariably the midnight before it is due) you usually
2o o a lounge, and your classmates join you, and everyone helps everyone.
The work gets done quicker. everyone leams 1nore, and stress is minimized.
Onee the work is done gnough. it's off 10 happy happy sleep for about six
hours or 50 before class the next morning. OF course, the more ¢lasses you
take, the less you sleep { grades, friends, sleep... choose two). However, since
coming o Cambridge. I've been consistently getting eight or more hours of
sleep a night, getting to bed usually before lam. Although Ehaven’t lost my
habit of procrastination here. L am a bit berrer about pacing my work across
several days rather than all in one night. but since most of it isn’t mandatory
here, 1 find myself just deciding not 1o do it mare often here.

So what about all the free time, that's not taken up by classes, work, or
sleep? Activities take up a jot of time here and there both: things like
marching band and ultimate frisbee. 've also started & robotics team at a
nearby sixth form college that eats up much of my time, but the rest is lefl
to socialising. At MIT we usually find some lounge or someone’s rooim:
here. it scems that often the place to go is the Bar.
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would shoot out of the exhaust. That night we stayed in floating hotels.
Reaching the hotel across slippery Jogs and rotten planking was reminiscent
of the Krypton Factor, particularly carrying all our baggage. Eventually, via
a Klotok {a siow motor boat) to take us up-river past gold-mining platforms,
‘¢is” (small motorised canoes) lor the three myjor rapid regions we needed
to raverse to reach the camp, und an impassable waterfall which we climbed
around to meet boats sent down from the camp. we were truly in the middle
of the dark jungle.

We spent the first afternoon installing ourselves into our house and
exploring the camp. Qur beds were SAS hammaock-style. It was great having
bats 1y through at night. We had to devise a means w stop all our kit getting
mouldy; this was a constanl battle requining us 1o wash our clothes very
regularly and thoroughly dry them i the midday sun. I would advise anyone
travelling to the jungle nat Lo take anything they cared about! Qur first jungle
meal was prepared by two Indonesian girls married 1o two of the puides.
Since the journey up-river made supplying the camp costly, perishables were
rarely seen in the camp except when people made a journey up. There was
rice, At first we longed for other foods, but after 3 few weeks we acclimatised
to the diet. Usnal fare was rehydrated meat slew (mutton actually being goat)
and some potatoes if you were Incky. There were aiso some pnmpkins and
the girls made fresh bread (that was goad!),

Il never forget that first dawn, waking up under the mosquile nets in onr
no-walled house listening to the calls of the gibbons echoing over the jungle.
The sounds of the jungle are amazing: during the day there were some
incredible bird calls {notably the hornbills sounding like a maniacal langh).
However, it is londest at night when the nocturnal insects are most active.
At times the din was unbelievable. The five of us made plans to begin our
studies fallowing a day of walking some trails and familiansing ourselves
with the jungle paths. [ was pleasantly surprised how well my recently
comnpleted zoology degree had prepared me for organising and carrying out
research projects with the others, and was glad to have had previous
experience on collecting and analysing data. The first two weeks were to be
spent assessing the biodiversity of the Rekut trail system. After & couple of
weeks, Dr Chivers visited for abont ten days and we made a start on the
gibbon work. Initially, we had planmed to locale gibbon groups and monitor
their diet and feeding behaviour. However, we were unable to follow and
observe the groups closely enongh to gain reliable data samples, and we
were also more interested in other aspects of their behaviour. Specifically.
we were fascinated by their calls, the extent to which calls were genetically
based. the communications between the groups and the group ranging
behuviours and boundaries {using the cally as a reliable means of localing
and positioning the gronps). Following the groups was magicai at times, and
very frustrating at others, The best way to locate a panicular gronp was to
wait for the dawn “great calls’ by the females (the characteristic *whoops’
so specific to gibbons) and take a compass bearing betore running to find
them as fast as possible.

During those weeks, we were able to identify each member of the gronps
and enjoy the nnique and spell-binding opportnnities of wiinessing their life
in the jungle. Territory disputes were amazing to watch, as were quiet
moments when they were dozing in the early afternocn after feeding, with

babies playing. Of conrse, if we were spotted then we might get a few
vuks’ and a furrowed brow fraom the male before they shot ofT through the
trees faster than we could run on an open Irack!

The variety of beetles and moths was astounding, and abont three weeks
into our stay the Natural History Museum crew amived. We were incredibly
privileged to be there at the sume time, as these men are currently recognised
as the world expens in their fields and were all great characters whose
company [ really enjoyed. No one in history had previously collected insects
from the centre of Bomeo. In fact, during their stay they caught many new
species, and [ was lucky enough to discover the smaltlest known species of
stag beelle (to be called Microlencanus haifi). Granted | was just siting
reading a magazine and it Janded on my page, but they were extremely
pleased.

From Monday to Saturday, we would get up at 4.30 a.m. just betore dawn
and set out inta the jungle. Qur forays were always fascinating. We
constantly came across new and intriguing creatures or plants as we walked,
from huge balls of ants which creaked when we approached and enormious
Lrails of termites winding through the jungle aleng the forest floor and across
the trees, to the incredible birds and primates. As well as the gibbons, we
came across troops of Red Langurs in the area, which were a stunming bnght
orange colour and remarkably curous. Whilst peering upwards into the
canopy I narrowly escaped stepping on a cobra, which was quietly curled
up on the path and gave me a dersory slare before slithering away with a
hiss, while 1 tried to pretend to be a tree. Tiger leeches would fall from the
trees and bite above your waist with a painful pinch. Tt was fascinaling io
watch them as they moved across the forest Aoor, standing on their ends and
waving abont when they detected nearby beat, before making a final hop
towards their target. The wildlife aside, there were some amazing vistas over
the canopy from the higher trails, particularly at dawn when the light was
still quite gentle and there was a mist rising from the inngle.

After about seven howrs our first move was usually to head straight for
the river or the waterfall and have i wash before lunch. The afiernoons were
very relaxed; sometimes we would organise our data and wash our clothes
and Kit, but there was lots of time to find quiet places down on the rocks by
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the river and read in the sun, or play badminton, if there were no clothes or
large insect collections hung across the court. On Sundays we explored
places of interest in the forest, such as a large natural pool up the un-
navigable River Busang which was serin a beautiful valley, or an enormous
warerfall even further up the Busang: four tiers of gigantic, smooth rock
beds, and a volume of water pouring down from the glassy caln: pool at the
top made for 4 stunning scene.

Some of the tropical rainstorms were very impressive. One night. the
camp was hit by lightning, and towands the end of our stay, we were treated
to some torrential rain following three weeks without - highly dangerous,
because the dry trees become suddenly damp and crack. Everyone in the
camp was nervous, aind there were plans to all congregate on the badminton
court if the wind remained strong. The crashing sounds of the enormous
trees falling in the jungle were certainly imimidating, sounding like siege
guns. The river valley wasn't particularly steep, and the river was hundreds
of miles long, but one night it rose thirty metres. It was quite an awe-
inspiring siglt to see whole trees being carried down with the fow.

One night during a nocturnal visit, I had an unpleasant encounter with a
dinner-plate sized spider on the back of the toitet door, and T remember
wondering why the hell T was in the jungle. Overall our physical fitness
improved dramatically throughoui our stay. At university, i regularly cycled
and played hockey, as well as fencing with the university pentathietes, and
thought 1 was quite fit, but I was surprised how guickly I got tired and out
of breath when we fimst arrived, The humidily was amazing, generally
averaging avound 95%,

I left the jungle with mixed feelings of excitement, looking forward to
travelling but also sad that we had to leave the rainforest. T had thoroughly
enjoyed the experience. During cur stay, T kept adaily journal of our fantastic
experiences and travels, and even its 250 pages still don’t seem adequate w
describe how truly amazing a journey it was. On reminiscing about my time
in that now distant place, 1 know that the jungle will always be an cutstanding
and wonderful memory for me; so uniguely beautiful and completely
absorbing in every way. [ plan to return.

JON HALL

QCOEF

(ueens” — Clare Overseas Education Frind raises money from Members of
both colleges and donates it to education-related projects overseas.

This year bas been one dominated by construction, both in the projects
we have funded and also within the Committee. Under the supervision of
my predecessor. Zoe Wallis (CL}, the Committee grew both in the number
of official positions and also in recognition, especially within Clare. 2001
also saw Tom Oliver (). and tn later months Craig Hamilion (CL), expand
the QCOEF website (www.qcoef.org.uk), in the new role of Computer
Officer.

As for projects, QCOEF funded rebuilding work for the Kiamha Modem
School in Uganda which was severely damaged by storms in April. As the
year ends, the building work continues with renewed hope for the coming year.

QCOEF was also involved in a building project in Zambia; this time the
building was to house A1DS orphans, enabling them to gain education at a
nearby school. Previously the children had to walk for over an hour to get
to schiool, which meant that their education was frequently disrupted by
minor incidents making the journey impossible.

Aside froms building projects, QCOEEF has continued Lo suppem Lhe work
of both Camfed and Link Community Development {previously Link
Africa) in their work in Ghana. Through Camfed we supported 30 girls
through primary schocl and provided a further four girls with bursaries for
secondary education, As pan of Link's *District Improvement Project’, we
pravided four primary schoal support budgets.

Intotal over the last year QCOEF has donated £6611) to education-related
projects overseas. Many thanks to all those who donated over 2001 to make
this possible. We would love to hear from you, if you are involved in (or
know other) worthy overseas education projects. It you would like to pive
money. cheques can be made out to QCOEF, and sent to the Society at
Queens’.

Committee 2001-2002

Chair: David Marsden (Q)
Treasurer: Love Frishling {Q)
Compuier Officer: Tom Oliver {Q)Craig Hamilton (CL)
Publicity: Bryony Dunning-Davies (Q)/Carolyn Dewey (CL)

Secretary: Brandon Bames (CL)

~istinctic s and Awards
First Year

First Classes and Awards:

Daniel J Abramson (51 James Independent School for Boys, Middlesex):
Part [A Mathematical Tripos; College Exhibition

Lucy M Aldhsm (Lady Eleanor Holles School, Middlesex): Part TA
Modern and Medieval Langnages Tripos (German)



Sarah Allport (Maria Wichtler-Schule. Essen, Germany¥: Part IA Modern
and Medieval Languages Tripos: College Exhibition

Peter M A Birch (Dame Allan’s Schocl, Newcastle-upon-Tyne): Pan LA
Naturaj Sciences Tripos: College Exhibition

Kyla I Brown (Huichesons’ Grammar School. Glasgow): Part A Medical
and Veterinary Sciences Tripos; College Exhibition

Tore S Butlin (Impingien International VI Form College. Cambridge):
Pan 1A Engineering Tripos: College Exhibition

Jeremy W Chaloner {Haberdashers® Aske’s School, Hents): Part [A
Natural Sciences Tripos; College Exhibition

Sally A Clough (Queen Eljzabeth’s High School, Gainsborough): Par [A
Mathematical Tripos; College Exhibition

Micha C Colombo {Oxford High School): Preliminary for Part [ Omiental
Studies Tripos: College Exhibition

Charis Costopoulos (English Schoel, Nicosia, Cyprus): Part LA Medical
and Veterinary Sciences Tripes: College Exhibiion

Rhian M Daniel (Ysgol Gytun Ystalyfera, Neath): Part [A Mathematical
Tripos; College Exhibition

William J Dison (Helsby High School, Warrington): Pan EA Mathematical
Tripos: College Exhibition

William R Donovan {Sir Roger Manwooed's School, Kent): Part 1A
Mathematiczl Tripos: College Exhibition

Clare H Fletcher (Farlingaye High School. Woodbridge): Part 1A Law
Tripos; College Exhibition

Alan G 5 Harper (Great Cornard Upper School. Suffolk): Purt 1A Natural
Sciences Tripos: College Exhibition

Matthew T Hamper {Bede College, Cleveland): Part 1A Natural Sciences
Tripos: College Exhibition

Katharine R Hendry {Shrewsbury High Schoob); Part [A Natural Sciences
Tripos: College Exhibition

Kieren J P Holl (Dauntsey’s School, Devizes): Part [A Nutural Sciences
Tripes: College Exhibition

William Houll (Haberdashers” Aske’s School, Hents): Pant 1A Engineering
Tripos: College Exhibition

Andrew ] Hudson (Dinnington Comprehensive School. Sheffield): Pari [A
Natural Sciences Tripos: College Exhibition

Ming Jun Lan (HWA Chong Juniar College, Singapore}: Part [A Natural
Sciences Tripos: College Exhibition

Silvia Larai (foternational School, Vierna): Pan I Economics Tripos;
College Exhibition

Francesca E Lunney (Catholic High School, Chester): Pan 1A Law
Tripos: College Exhibition

Will W Macnair (High Storrs School, Sheffield): Part IA Mathematical
Tripos: Collepe Exhibition

Graham ] McShane {Lawrence Sherilf Schoot. Rugby); Pan 1A
Engineering Tripos: College Exhibition

Lara A C Menzies (Teesside High School, Stockton—on-Tees): Part 1A
Medical and Veterinary Sciences Tripos: College Exhibition

Andy P F Milton (Royal Grammar School, Guildford): Part [A Natural
Sciences Tripos; College Exhibition

Lucy E A Neave {North London Collegiate School, Middlesex): Part LA
Natural Sciences Tripos: College Exhibition

Vanessa C Nudd (Hind Leys Community College. Loughborough): Part
1A Mathematical Tripos: College Exhibition

Daniel T O'Dea (Latymer School, London): Part IA Natwral Sciences
Tripos; College Exhibition

Alastair M Palmer (Dean Close School, Chelienham): Pare 1A
Engineering Tripos: College Exhibition

Alexander G M Paulin (Dingwall Academy, Ross-shire): Part 1A
Mathematical Tripos; College Exhibition

Yali Sassoon {University College School, London): Part TA Natural
Sciences Tripos; College Exhibition

Edward P Segal (Fortismere School, London): Part TA Mathematical
Tripos; College Exhibition

John D Tuckett (Manchester Gramnmar School): Part IA Medical and
Yeterinary Sciences Tripos; College Exhibition

Joanna [ Whelan (St Paul’s Girls’ School. London): Pan 1A Engineering
Tripos; College Exhibition

Richard Williams {Merchant Taylors™ School, Liverpool): Part A
Mathematical Tripos: College Exhibition

Secon (ear

The following were awarded First Classes and Foundation Schoelarships:
James R Aitken: Part IB Engineering Tripos

Edward G Baring: Pan [B Mathemaiical Tripos

Jessica M M Bath: Part | Oriental Studies Tripos

Steven M Bishop: Part IB Computer Science Tripos

Simon E Blackwell: Part IB Natural Sciences Tripos

Neil D Brown: Part IB Law Tripos

Benjamin E Byrne: Pan IB Medical and Velerinary Sciences Tripos
lan M Caulfield: Part IB Computer Science Tripos

Amin M E-A Diab: Part [B Engineering Tripos

Bethan J Ellis: Part 1 English Tripos

Benjamin J EMon: Part | Historical Tripos

J E Love Frithling: Part IIA Social & Political Sciences Tripos
Elizabeth M Gaunt: Part [B Engineering Tripos

Cathryn M Hall: Part IB Modem and Medieval Languages Tripos
David P D Hamlyn: Part IB Engineering Tripos

Nicola § Kay: Pan !B Natural Sciences Tripos

Stephen Key: Pan IB Mediczl and Veterinary Sciences Tripos
Stephen M Laird: Pan [B Engineering Tripos

Alun K C Lee: Part IB Engineering Tripos

Benjamin J P Meyer: Pant 1B Engincering Tripos

Maithew R Miller: Pan IB Natural Sciences Tripos

Caroline L. Mills: Part 1B Engineering Tripos

Daniel J Plimmer: Pan IB Nawral Sciences Tripos

Thomas I Rabilly: Pan IB Matural Sciences Tripos

Benjamin T Read: Part 1B Nawral Sciences Tripos

Anjan K Samzaota: Pan 1B Computer Science Tripos

Jamie D J Shotton; Part IB Computer Science Topos

[ain T Sieele: Pan [B Law Tripos

Mark A Stephenson: Part I Historical Tripos

Allen H K Swann: Part [B Mathematical Tripos

Gillian C Taylor: Part 1B Nawural Sciences Tripos

Peter O White: Part IB Computer Science Tripos

Caspar 3 Will: Pan | Historical Tripos

Lucy O Wilson: Part IB Mathematical Tripos

Stephan N Winkler: Pant 1B Mathematical Tripos

Paul W Young: Part IB Engineering Tripos

Third Year

First Classes and Awards:

Omar A Al-Ubaydli: Part TT Economics Tripos: Foundation Scholarship

Adam A C Bammacd: Part [1 English Tripos; Foundation Scholarship

Mitthew ) Bochenski: Pan 11 Classical Tripos; Foundation Scholarship

Rowan R Boyson: Pant IE English Tripos

Edwurd M Brown: Part Il Law Tripos; Foundation Scholarship

Richard A Bryars: Parl | Manufacturing Engineering Tripos

Jeremy G Carlton: Part 11 Natural Sciences Tripos (Pharmacolupy);
Foundation Scholarship

Thomas R Charles: Part Il Mathematica! Tripos: Bachelor Scholarship

Daniel ! Clarke: Pant I Compwier Science Tripos: Foundation Scholarship

Joanna Cohen: Part 1T Historical Tripos

Elizabeth A M Day: Pan If Historicat Tripos

Tobin R Dunn: Part 11 Natural Sciences Tripos (Materials Science and
Metallurgy): Foundation Scholarship

Tania C N Elias; Pan [I Natural Sciences Tripos {History and Philosophy
of Science)

Daniel F M Goodman: Pan [T Mathematical Tripos; Bachetor Scholarship

Brian Hill: Part [{ Mathematical Tripos: Bachelor Scholarship

David A Howey: Pant I Efectrical and Information Sciences Tripos

Rober A Jones: Part TT Naturat Sciences Tripos {Psychology); Foundation
Scholarship

Nicholas A Kennedy: Part [l Natural Sciences Tripos tHistory and
Philasophy of Science)

Jenny N Kleeman: Pan 1[I Social and Political Sciences Tripos,
Foundation Scholarship

Ming Wei Leong: Part (1A Engincering Tripos

Maithew I Lloyd: Pant Il Computer Science Tripos

David Mattin: Pan I1 Historical Tripos; Foundation Scholarship

Antonina ] O'Farrell: Part 11 Historical Tripos; Foundation Scholarship

Rufus G R Pollock: Part IT Mathemaltical Tripos: Bachelor Scholarship

Rowena G Price: Pant I Classical Tripos

Jonathant M Rae: Pant I Manufacturing Engincering Tripos; Foundation
Scholarship

Murray W Rogers: Part Il Mathematical Tripos

Eelly Russ: Port IT Law Tripos: Foundation Scholarship

Joanna C Simpson: Part IT Natural Sciences Tripos { Anatomy)

Andrew P Spray: Part 1 Natural Sciences Tripos (Experimental and
Theoretical Physics); Bachelor Scholarship

Laura J Street: Pan I Social and Political Sciences Tripos; Foundation
Scholarship

Fraser C Stun: Part IIB Archasclogical and Anthropological Tripos

Resalyn C Wade: Pan [ Natural Scieaces Tripos (Zoology)

Oliver E Walton: Part IT Historical Tripes: Foundation Scholarship

Mark A Watson: Part Il English Tripos; Foundation Scholarship

Sebastian Williams-Key: Part 11 Natural Sciences Tripos (Chemistry);
Foundation Schelarship: Bachelor Scholarship

Clare L Wilson: Part Il English Tripos; Foundation Scholarship; Bachelor
Scholarship

Yee Sook Yong: Part 1 Electrical and Information Sciences Tripos

Fourth Year

First Classes or Distinctions and Awards:

Richard G W Benwell: Part I1 Electrical and [nformation Sciences Tripos

Angus T Bryant: Part IT Electrical and Information Sciences Tripos;
Bachielor Scholarship
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Conversations During A Cocklail Party

With normal hearing, a person has the truly remarkable ability to concentrate
on a panicular conversation despite the presence of unwanted sounds such
as echoes, background music and noise. Imagine listening to a conversation
in a noisy environment, perhaps during a social occasion or in a busy high-
street; despite all the other conversations and sounds arcund, which probably
have as much acoustic power when it arrives at the ears as that of the source
of interest, it is stil] possible to isolale and focus on the desired sound. This
ability is, in parl, due to binawral fearing, which i ofien referred to as the
binaural cackiail party perception effect or, for brevity, the cocktail party
effecr. The human hearing mechanism achieves this by using spatial
localisation of sounds in order to reduce the intrusion of noise. When a sound
is localised, a listener will often tum their head to use the natural attenuatinn
of the outer ear and crunium to reduce the distracting efTect of other sounds.
Moreover, visual cues, such as lip reading, gestares, and the like, aid the
listener w identify the desired source. This additional tuning of the auditory
system alds concentration and is charmcteristic of the incorporation of prior
knowledge — one of the erms in Bayes's Theorem which charactenses
degrees of belief about an event before it is observed. Although the desired
sound is initially unknown. these tuning mechanisms influence the brain’s
focus on thal sound, and serve 10 eradicate the effect of noise. A further,
obvicus, source of prior knowledge involved in listening to a noisy
vonversation, is the use of a specific common language between those
communicating. When the noise is more dominam than the desired source
(i.e. technically, when the signal-to-noise ratio {SNR) is very low) the human
brain will use its knowledge of grammar and semantics to resolve uny
ambiguities, and essentially fill in any gaps. However, if the SNR is low only
for a length of time less than the typical length of a phoneme (an isclated
speech sound), the redundancy it the acoustic production of speech sounds
can be wilised.

Ar an aside, there is another commeon intempretation of the cockrail party
effect, the so-called cockiail party regenerative effect, which is the all too
familiar phenomenon observed when a number of people try 10 communicate
al a cocktail party. As a ralker is introduced into a noisy environment, the
overall acoustic level in the room 15 slightly increased, and Listeners, now
suffering from an increase in background noise, find it more dilficult 10
concentrate. Consequently, each 1alker raises his individual veice in order
to be heard above background conversations, and eventually communication
becomes vimually impossible, Natrally, when this happens, some
individuals, or perhaps everyone, will simply halt their conversation, and
equilibrum will be found. Believe it or not, there has been research into
calculating the optimal number of people that should be invited to a cocktail
party such that conversations can be held — something to consider next time
you'te the one hosting!

Hearing l.oss

Unfortunately, a person with severe hearing loss perceives a degradation in
sound quality, and the ability to separate sounds using the cocktail party
effect is diminished, [n particular, users of hearing aids complain of being
unable 10 distinguish one voice from another in a crowded room. Some
forms of hearing loss, for example, conductive loss, where sound is
prevented from being conducted o the inner ear, can be compensated for
either by using a simple amplifying hearing aid, or through surgery. Others,
such as sensori-neural hearing loss, feads to, inter afia. a loss of wnal
sensitivity and spatial perception. A person with this impairment is
particularly susceptible 1o the effects of background noise, causing a
significant decrease in intelfigibility. A normal linear amplifying hearing aid
canmot compeosate for these effects. About 90% of ail hearing loss. suffered
by one in seven people [RNTD, 1998]. is sensori-neural,

A similar problem is aiso prevalent in many applications such as
automatic speech recogmition systems, and C“hands-free’ conference
telephones. where the sound is received by a single microphone and
transferred 10 a remote listener as monophonic sound, The perceived quality
of the speech is considerably reduced. and this 1s panicularly noticeable
when a conference call is made in a highly echoic room.

Signal -ocessing in Hearing Aids
To improve speech recogaition for hearing-impaired listerers, enhanced
heuring aids must preprocess the signal that its microphone receives before
emitting sound into the ear-canal. The aid should achieve this by suppressing
interference coming from sources other than in the desired signal direction,
any other additional noise sources, as well as by removing reverberation.
Until the late 1970s, most signal processing was performed using
analogue electronics: for example, the ‘graphic equaliser’ on numerous
pieces of audio equipment. whose pdmary use was to account for the
avonustics of a room, is 4 form of signal processing. With the advent of fast
powerfu! compuling, most signal processing is now effected digitally,
allowing extremely sophisticated algorithms to be implemented which
waould be unfeasible using analogue electronics. In a typical digita! signal

processing device, asignal from an event, such as speech recorded in a room
using a microphone, is converted ino a suitable form, through say a
soundcard, such that it can be stored on a digital computer. This signal
representation is then processed, and converted back into an appropriate
physical signal, for exampic sound using a soundcand and loudspeaker.

The task of modifying the reverberant speech is complicaled by the fact
that neither the original nor background sounds, northe acoustical propenties
of the mom, are known beforehand. A sclution 1o these problems can only
be found by incorporating prier knowledge of the characteristics of both the
speech and the room acoustics. The process of removing upwanted
backpround noise is called blind signal separation, and the process of
removing he effects of reverberation is known as blind dereverberation or.
in the technical literature, 5lind decomoiution.

Fundame af Problems

The estimation of signals in the presence of noise is a fundamentat problem
that occurs in many areas of science and technotogy. Some paricular
application areas, in which it is required to estimate & speech signal in noise,
are telecommunications, voice input to a computer in an office environment,
audio processing, restaration of black box recordings, forensic science and.
as already discussed. in improving the intelligibility of speech in heuring
aids and conference emvironments,

Blind deconvolution, in addition to acoustic dereverberation, has
applications in the mobile telecommunication industry. Radio waves, in
many respecis, propagate in a simlar way to sound and, consequently, waves
wansmilted from a mobile phone are blurred by reflections in built-up areas:
a reverberation effect known as multipath propagation. Current mobile
phones circumvent this problem by transmitting a predefined message that
the receiver uses to estimate how the radio channel is distorted. However,
this approach in¢reases the bandwidih required by the telephone and,
consequently. increases call charges. Blind deconvolution also has
application in the restoration of 2D signals, such as blurred images. These
degradations are due to, for example, motion blur, owt-of-focus blur, and
atmospheric turbulence. According to human factor studies, 15 to 20 per
cent of consumer piciures have detectable image-blur problems mainly due
to focus grror, camera shake, and object motion. Blurred photos are more
than just an embarmassinent — they can hide crucial information from the
security forces, or make or break a criminal conviction.

Baycs at a Cocktail Party

To itlustrate how it is possible to identify the unknown original speech from
reverberant speech in an unknown acousic environmem, consider the
following simple analogy. Suppase you are tn front of a diffusing screen
observing a mixture of the colours emitied from behind it. You are 1old there
is either a single yellow light bulb behind the screen, or a red bulb adjacent
to a green bulb. If you see continuous yellow light. you cannot tell if there
is a yeilow bulb. or if there are red and green bulbs both of which are
switched on, Yet, if you observe allermating green and yellow light, you can
immediately tel) there must be a green bulb and a flashing red bulb. Using
this analogy. where the bulbs represent the original speech which changes
with lime apd the screen represents the room acoustics which remain the
same with time, you can understand one of the basic concepis behind
maodelling the problem.

Armed with this ‘mode!” of the problem. Bayes’s Theorem can provide
the probability of the estimated original speech given the reverberant speech
and the rooin acoustics. Although we don’t directly know this probability,
we do know the probability of the observed reverberant speech given the
estimated original speech and room acoustics: this is obtained simply by
simuiating the effect of the room on ¢lean speech. The probability of the
original speech and the room acoustics can be estimated from past
experience. The only remaining difficulty is that we actually want the
probability of the proposed original speech given the reverberant speech,
and not dependent on the room acoustics, as that can't be measured. This
can be resolved by calculating the desired probability ‘conditional® on the
reom acoustics for each and every possible acoustic enviropment, and taking
the weighted average. Thus, with Bayes's Theorem, the most likely estimate
for the original speech can be caleulated.

IBM ASCI White
While the ability to perform acoustic reverberation canceliation is fast
approaching in the laboratory, the amount of compoting power needed 1o
perform such calculations in real time requires the fastest computer in the
world which. at the time of writing, is the IBM ASCI White. What could be
done in nne second on this compuler, would, unfortunately, take around 70
hours on 2 medem digital hearing aid. Further. the ASCI White cccupies the
space of two tennis courts. weighs 106 wanes, and consumes enough
electricity 1o power 1000 homes. For a practical hearing aid, we need a
computer the size of a shifl button thet can run off a watwh battery. As you
can see, there is still much work 1o be done....

JAMES R. HOPGOOD
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Queens College Alumni Association (formerly the Ciub)

President:  Lord Eatwell

Secretary:  Prof. A. N. Hayhurst

Treasurer: L. A. Bollom

Until 2002
K. E. Grange 1994
D. Thorp 1964
A. D. Pomfret 1979

J. W. Sutherland C.B.E. 1941

1964 Vice-Presidents:  The Rt Hon. Sir Stephen Brown, G.B.E. 1942

1957 Dr T. H. Coaker 1970

1987 P.J.Cox, Q. C. 1941

M. M. Scarr. G.M. 1933

P.R. Trigg 1948

Until 2003 Until 2004 Until 2005

N. J. Tyrrell 1982 D. A. Swinhee-Standen 1947 Mrs E. Bertoya-Sparrow 1980

N. Tabermer 1963 M. F. H. Mohammed-Bhai 1989 DrR. A. Lowe 1972

F. G. Farman 1946 R. D. F. Bamnes 1989 M. V. Sternberg 1970
Dr B. LeG. Waldron 1951 R. I Dixon 1980

The Annual General Meeting was held on Saturday 23 June 2001. The name of Queens’ College Club wa changed to Queens’ College Alumni A sociation.
The Treasurer reported that 236 new Members had joined. Over 200 people, including many spou e , were present at the Dinner. ai which Philip Cox
(1941) amusingly proposed a toasl to the College and the Club. In hi reply the President reported on the past year in College. The next Annual Meetings
and Alumni Association Dinners will be held on 22 June 2002 and 21 June 2003 respectively. The Bats will continue to present their summer plays on the
afternoons of the Dinners. All Members are invited to these enjoyable events and beoking forms are enclosed. Those who matriculated 60. 50. 40. 25 or
15 years ago will be invited to special anniversary reunions of their years. It has been agreed that the Queens’ Alumni Weekend will be free of fund-raising

activities.

Deaths

J. Halford (né Haimovich) (1943)

We regret to announce the deaths of the following Members of Queens’: P. W. Mummery (1944)

The Revd A. H. Marks (1922)
G. Llewellyn (1926)

Profe sor M. S. Bartlett, ER.S. (1929)

A. C.Franks (1932)

J. M. Jennings (1932)

D. [. Alston, C.B.E. {(1933)

J. Mellor (1933)

R. L. Peel (1933)

D. M. Hallowes (1934)

The Hon. § C. Stamp (1936}
C. T. Wade (1936)

T. M. Humphry (1937)
Major 1.0 D. Preston (1937)
Dr A. G. Freeman (1938)

K. L. Hardaker, O.B.E (1938)
F.J. G. Marley (1938)

B, J. W. Winterbotham (194{)
G. Haigh (1941)

The Revd J. M. Tweedy (1941)
Lt Col P. Evans (1942)
Dr §. Wilkinsen (1942)

The Clock and Bell Tower; Old Court.

Dr E S. Perry (1944)

The Revd J. B. Fechan (1945)
A. L. Logue (1946)

G. P. Crawley (1947)

C. Mack Smith (1947)
Profescor H. Sorum (1947)
Dr S. A. Tiliyard (1947)

R. E. Parsons (1948)

C. J. P. Roberts (1948)

M. G. Schrecker (1948)

. J. C. Wheeler (1948)

J. Whinney (1948)
W. Gibb (1949)

R. Hickford (1950)
Findley (1951)

D. 0. New (1951)

COUP»PRE
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O’Connell (1952)

. C. Burke (1953)

. J. Gardiner (1953)

. H. P. Allan (1955}

P.J. Martin (1956)

Professor E. A. Laing (196])
Professor C. L. Black (1966)

Dr J. R. S. Hoult (1966)

Professor A. A. Watson {1969)

N. H. Mould (1976)

Dr J. E Considine (née Cowan) (1988)

O—-z::-n

We regret that the name of the late I. A. Whale (1945) was incorrectly spelt
in the 2001 Edition of The Record.

We publish short summary obituaries in the Record of Queens’ Members
who have died, where informarion is available to us:

The Revd A H Marks (1922) aged 98. Howard Marks came from Peckham
Rye and came to Queens’ from Haberdashers Aske’s Schoel. He went
straight from Queens’ to Ridley Hall and was ordained in 1926. After
curacies in Aston, Surbiton and St Marylebone, he was appointed Vicar
of StAsaph’ , Birmingham, in 1935. During the War, from 1940 1ill 1945,
he erved as aChaplain to the Forces. [n 1946 he became Vicar of Charles
with Plymouth St Luke, then in 1948 Vicar of Shirley in Hampshire. From
1959 till his retirement in 1978 he was Vicar of the thriving parish of St
Margaret’s, Ipswich. In retirement he lived first in Suftolk. then in the
West Midlands and finally in Worthing.

G. LLEWELLYN (1926) aged 92. Born in Merthyr Tydfil, Gwyn
Llewellyn came to Queen * from Nottingham High School to read
Natural Sciences Part I and Economics Part [1. For most of his life he
worked for, and eventually became Warehouse Manager of, the Pall Mall
Deposit Company which stored and moved very specialised items, such
as valuable paintings and antiquities for exhibition and furniture for the
Queen. He served in the Royal Artillery during the War. Gwyn was a fine
golfer and won a number of trophies. He wa also keen on cricket and,
proud of his membership of the MCC, he was regularly pre ent at Lords.
In later life he tosk up cooking and became a dedicated chef. During his
1a’t few years, he bore the loss of his sight with remarkable fortitude.

Dr E. J. WATERHOUSE, LittD h.c. (1927) aged 96. Edward Waterhouse
Photo: Brian Callingham attended King Edward VI Grammar School, Stourbridge, before coming
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leisure interests included golf, sailing, squash. music and bridge, Fluent
in French, he and his wife spent much time with their many friends in
France. He died suddenly following an operation for appendicitis.

Dr S. A. TILLYARD (19%47) aged 78. Sydney Anhur (Tony) Tillyard lefu

Brighton College in [939, at the age of 16, to jein the Royal Air Force .
He served in Egypt and ltaly before coming o Queens' to read Medicine,
He completed his iraining at St Bartholomew's Hospital in London and.
in 1956, entered general practice in Brighton and Hove. After ten years
in what was a busy town practice, he moved to a large rural practice based
on Billingshurst, West Sussex. Tony enjoyed country life and people and
was much loved by his patients. He retired in 1986 but continued to erjoy
the country pursuits of shooting and gardening.

R.E.} SONS,QC(1948)aged 74, Ben Parsons already held a BA (Ans)

degree from McGill University when he came to Queens’ to read Law.
He was a member of the Kangarco Ciub and Queen’s Bench Law Society.
and also of the University Iee Hockey and Skiing teams, On graduation
in 1950, he want on 10 take an LLB in Public International Law.
A barrister of the Inner Temple, he then joined the Quebec Bar and
practised law in Montreal until his retirement in 1998. He credited his
Cambridge tutors for his ability 10 write a clear legal opinion on less than
two pages!

The Reverend M. J. C. WHEELER (1948} aged 74. The son of the Revd

H. W. Wheeler OBE (1906), Michael Wheeler atended St Edmund’s
School, Oxford, and came to Queens’ to read History afler serving in the
Royal Navy from 1944 until 1947, He taught for a year at Woodcote
House School, Windiesham before moving te The Old Ride at Liutle
Horford and, whilst there, obtained a post-graduate ieaching cerificate.
He retumned 1o Woodcote House School as Housemaster and Assistant
Headmaster in 1955. He became Headmaster of St Hugh's School,
Woodhall Spa in 1962 and, under his leadership, the school was much
enlarged and became a chantable wrust. In 1972 he was appointed
Headmaster of Cheam School which he also expanded greatly. He retired
from Cheam Schooel in 1985 and for six years thereafler was engaged in
developing St Francis School. Pewsey. a small pre-preparatory school,
inmo a fully Aedged co-educational preparatory schoot. Michael Wheeler
was a member of the [LA.R.S. Cooncil for maay years and of the Board
of the 1.A.P.S Pensions Fund until his death. He was ordained in 1995,

. J. WHINNEY {1948} aged 73. The son of the owners of a delicatessen
in Balham, Kenneth Whinney won a scholarship 1o Chrisl’s Hospital
School, where he distinguished himself academically and developed a
deep love of music. before coming to Queens’ on a College exhibition to
read Classics. He was 2 member of CUMS, singing and performing on
violin and viola. A keen photographer {(specialising in close-up images
of Aowers and insects), he recently gave the College copies of the
photographs he took on the occasion of the Quecen Mother's visit in
Cctober 1948. After graduating, he joined Morgan Grenfell, merchant
bankers, in London, with whom he remsined for 37 years working in
various departments and capacities and rising from clerk to Senior
Assistant Direclor. Conversant with most aspects of the bank’s business.
he was panticulorly involved in investment management and corporate
finance. Ken travelled extensively in Europe and America and worked
for two years in the firm's New York office. He atended the Christian
Science College Organisation during his thme at Cambridge and was a
life-long and devored member of the Christian Science Church. A kind
and compassionate man, he supporied a number of charities and was, in
particular, Secretary and Trustee of the Whipple Trust which has strong
conmections with the Whipple Museumn and donates funds to schools in
Highgate For most of his Iife. he continued to enjoy singing and sang
with the Elizabethan Singers, the Renaissance Singers and the Norh
London Chorus.

NEW (§951) aped 68. From Swansea Grammar School, Derek New
came to Queens’ on a College scholarship and read Modern and Medieval
Langusges and English. He was a keen carsman and a very active
member of the Bats being tnvolved in productions throughout his rime
at Queens”. On graduation, possibly influenced by his Bats’ experience,
he joined the Old Vie Theatre Company which gave him (he opporunity
to work with some of the finest stage performers. He understudied Peter
O'Toole in Shaw's Man and Superman and played Rosencrantz in
performances of Mamfet in which Joha Gielgud starred. He appeared on
Broadway in Tyrene Guthrie's controversial Troitus und Cressida and
was active for the BBC, in the early eighties, when he appeared alongside
Donald Pleasance and Alan Rickman as Francis Arabin in The Burchester
Chranicles. His acting career was interleaved with various pericds as a
teacher and eventually he gave up acting which no longer offered secure
suppon for his growing family commitments. Maybe with regret, he took
employment with the British Council serving in central and southern
Africa, the Middle East and finally Zimbabwe. On retirement he wught
st 5t George’s College. the Eton of Zimbabwe, and wrote htis first novel.
Infedelis, which became a best selling book. At the 1995 Zimbabwe

48

international Book Fair the family were introdluced 10 President Mugabe
and Derek presented the income from the book 1o the Drought Relief
Fund. He finally retired to Walcs and latierly to England. Derek was
proud of his membership of Queens’. constantly wore his College ties
and scarves and was delighted when his sor. Freddie {1999), was
admitted to Qrueens’, Tragically, he and his wife were killed together in
a car accident in June 2001.

H. C. BURKE (1953} aged 68. After leaving the City of Norwich School,

Henry Burke did National Service in the RAF {during which time he took
a Russian course) before coming io Queens’ on a state scholarship 1o read
English and Architecture. He went on 1o work for Walt Disney and
actually designed the Swiss Family Robinson Shipwreck. He later
worked as a designer for Tyne Tees and Anglia TV but, in 1961, he joined
the family business. In 1981, he encouraged his wife 10 take over the
frunchise of The Bodv Shop in Norwich which grew to be one of the
bigpest franchise groups in the country, Henry was Managing-Director
and subsequently Chairman. The theatre was u passion to whichk Heary
devoted his lite and he produced, direcied, wrole and transiated many
plays. In 1978 he led and encouraged Yarmouth Amateur Dramatics
Company to take over a redundant Georgian church and to convert it into
a theatre. Henry moved 1o Norwich in 1979 and founded the Amateur
Sewell Bam Company of which he was the first Anistic Dicectnr whilst.
concurrently, directing for Maddermasket Theatre, In 1994 he raised
money to implement his ambitious plan of convening a local Malt Housc
into & small professional repertory theatre. Lack of funding made this
project difficult ko suslain bul the Norwich Playhouse still stands s a
theatre and as a lasting memorial. A devoted family man, Henry restored
a derelict Elizabethan hali in 1986 for use as a family home.

M, J. GARDINER (1953) aged 67. After attending Hamrow School and

doing hix National Service in the Royal Engineers, Michael Gurdiner
came 10 Queens’ to read Engineering. He played rugby for the College
and rowed in a successful “rugger’ boal. In 1956 he joined the tamily
engineering business and later set up his own window business. He took
early retirement and devoted the rest ni’ his life to charitable works in
Bristol including the provision of St Paul's Adventure Playground and
work with the New Alms Houses Church Trusts. In 1972 he was
diagnosed as having lymphoma cancer which was cured by
chemotherapy though it left him with a damaged heart. He loved fishing
and shooting and was devoted to Exmoor. He ran the Clifion Rugby Club
schoolboy sevens for forly years.

J. H. P. ALLAN, Dip.Ed. (1955} aged 67. After National Service in the

Royal Navy, Hugh Allan came to Queens’ from Mariborough College
and read English Pan | and Geography Pan IL He held two teaching
appointments, including one at Bablake School, Coventry, in England,
before going to teach in the United States for two years in 1966, On his
return. he was appointed Head of the English Depaniment at Stamford
Grammar Schooi where he remained unlil he was obliged to take early
retirement on health grounds in his early fifties. Hugh was a devoted
schoolmaster involved in a wide vaniety of school activities. A keen
observer of water birds and a regular churchgoer with an active social
conscience. he was also 2 prison visitor. Quiet and retiring, he wax
described as “the absojute pentleman™. He continued %o hold Literature
classes in Sleaford until his death,

Dr J. R. 5. HOULT, Ph) (1966) aged 52. Robin Hoult came to Queens’

from Malvemn College and graduared with a double first in Naturat
Sciences followed by a PhD in Molecular Phammacology. He was
appointed a Lecturer in Pharmacology a1 King's College, London in 1972
and later promoted to Reader. For 30 years his main rescarch interest was
the binchemistry and pharmacology of prostaglanding, On these. and
related subjects. he poblished more than 170 papers. More recently he
became interested in the biology of plane products with anti-uxidant or
anti-infainmatory potential. The effectiveness of his research was
recognised by numernous prant-awanding bedies and by his appointment
tn the Editorial Board of the British Journat of Pharmacology - a position
he held for several years whilst he continued to teach and take an active
part in 1he administrative responsibilities of King’s College. Perhups his
greatest contribution to the life of King's was in the excellence of hixs
teaching and his helpfsl and friendly attitude 1o siudents, Whatever the
subject matter his lectures were lively. stimulating and presented with
such clarity that even Lthe most complex issues became comprehensible.
Robin was especially skilled in laboratory methods and techniques and
his approach 1o experimentation was meticulous and detailed. He
supervised and successfully guided the laboratory work of internaticnal
visitors and countless undergraduale and posigraduate siudents, Cutside
his work Robin was knowledgeable about music, interested in antiquarian
books, enjoyed cxploring English churches and luved to provoke a good
discussion. A keen cyclist, he also relished a hard game of squash and was
an enthusiastic panicipant in the end nf term depanmental ericket
matches. He moved to the Guy's Hospital site some two years before his
death. His son, Willian. is now in his second year al Queens’,











