


MEDICINE ILLUSTRATED

Francis Vigani *’, Veronensis. The book is in
English, and contains directions for com-
pounding chemical preparations and mis-
cellancous notes and prescriptions.  These
notes appear to be written by someone who
atended his lectures, and not by Vigani
himself. Unfortunately, there is neither date

Fig. 1. Vigani’'s Cabinet at Queens’ College.

nor name of the college where demonstra-
tions were given. Another of such notebooks
is also in Queens’ College Library.

Abraham de la Pryme, the Yorkshire
antiquary, at this time an undergraduate of
St. John's College, has the following para-
graph in his amusing diary.

" Towards the end of this year I went a
course of Chymistry with Signor Johann
Franciscus Vigani, a very learned chemist
and a great traveller but a drunken fellow,
yet by reason of the abstruceness of the art |
got little or no good thereby.” As an im-
pressionist picture this epigrammatic sum-
mary leaves little to be desired, but as a

portrait one may well question its accuracy.

We may admit that ‘“ the abstruceness of
the art ”’ is a reason for de la Pryme having
made little progress in chemistry, yet if we
may judge by Vigani’s correspondence his
command of English was distinctly limited,
and if we take his spelling as phonetically
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Fig. 2. The Cabinet showing the open drawer and

drugs.

representing his notion of English words, his
pronunciation must have often been quite
unintelligible. The reference to being a
drunkard is referred to by de la Pryme and
by no one else.

In another letter of 23rd March, 1698,
Vigani described the Elixir Proprietatis, a
well-known remedy of that time.

We now come to the year 1703 and Cooper,
a Cambridge antiquary, quotes from the
University Statutes thus : * On the tenth of
February a grace passed the Senate for
investing the title of Professor of Chemistry,
John Francis Vigani, a native of Verona, who
had taught Chemistry with reputation in

123

.



MEDICINE

Cambridge for twenty years.”” Monk refers
to this appointment as a strong mark of
approbation of the University.

Again, in the family memoirs of the Revd.
William Stukely, M.D., published by the
Surtees Society, there is the following record :
“This Winter 1705 I went to Chymical
Lectures with Signor Vigani at his laboratory
at Queens’ College. I took down all his
readings in writing and have them in a book
with drawings of his manner of building
furnaces.” Two years later he stated, * 1
continued to be present at Signor Vigani's
Chymical Lectures and this time went
through a course of Materia Medica with
him.” Later on he says, ** At this time Dr,
Bentley made a new chemical laboratory at
Trinity College and Signor Vigani directed it
and was chosen Professor of Chemistry by the
University and was the first to hold this
chair.”” If Vigani had been, as described *“ a
drunken fellow ”’ the appointment of such a
man to a professorship could hardly have
been made. Still less would such an abuse
have escaped comment especially as he was
appointed to teach chemistry in Trinity
by the much criticized master, Dr. Bentley.
Stukely in an entry in his diary mentions
that he went to a course of materia medica
with Vigani doubtless illustrated from the
collection which Vigani has made.

The late President of Queens’, Dr. Fitz-
patrick, very kindly searched among old
college papers and found various invoices,
letters and receipts connected with this old
cabinet. The cabinet contains over 6oo
specimens, a large proportion of which are
mentioned in Culpeper’s herbal written in
1653 and correspond very largely with the
list of substances which the London College
of Physicians at that time, requested the
apothecaries to keep in their shops. Each
specimen is in a paper tray which fortun-
ately in most cases is labelled with the name
of the substance.

Some of the papers are gilt edged. I am
of the opinion in the main that the writing
of the names is that of Vigani and that the
paper used to form these trays correspond
by their water-marks, to papers made in
1698 with a few exceptions added in 1710 by
R. Bradley.
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The invoice of the drugs in Vigani's
Cabinet,

Fig. 3.

There is an invoice and letter, dated 16th
January, 1705, from Francis Porter, a drug-
gist in London. The letter is as follows :

Mr. Vigani,

I sent you yesterday by Mr. Martin, Cam-
bridge Carrier, as under written. [ had sent
these things sooner, but could not get many of
them. 1 returned your bill back by a gentleman
that brought it.  The hazard, etc,, and the
charges would be considerable. Your best way
is 10 order your correspondent to send it by a
safe road and so the party that brings it to have
a receipt. Your friend came in a morning and
not a drinking time. If he would have been
pleased to have come back in an evening
should have been glad 10 have presented him
with a glass of wine,

I am your obliged servant,

Frax Porter.

There was also the receipt for the cabinet :

8 August 1704.
Recd. yn of Mr. Clopton Tenn Pounds for a
Cabinet for ye use of Queens' College in
Cambridge :
By me,
Joun Auvstin.
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Heberden appears to have been a man of
singular charm of character. One writer
says of him, * His address was pleasing and
unaffected, his observation courteous and
profound. . .. He had a happy manner of
setting men to exhibit their several talents
which he directed and moderated with
singular attention and good humour.”

When reaching his goth year he observed
that ** he knew not if he had ever passed a
year more comfortably than the last . He
died a year later in 1801,

Heberden's cabinet is made of oak and
contains in the upper portion 28 drawers,
and below a cupboard with 2 shelves. The
drawers 1-4 contain an extraordinary
eollection of seeds, medicinal, culinary and
horticultural. Drawers 5-6 are filled with
specimens of flowers, nuts and fruits of great
variety. Drawers 7-12 bave specimens of
roots. Drawer 12 contains woods such as
lignum guaiaci and sassafras. Drawer 13
contains substances in stoppered bottles such
as balsam of copaiba and balsam of Peru,
oil of cloves and oil of mustard.

The contents are given in a manuscript
catalogue of 1oth July, 1751. From four
pages of this book the following are noted :
Resina jalap, crocus antimonia, french chalk,
sal ammoniacus, resina scammonii, corticus
peruviani, cantharides, mumia, os sepiae
castorium, bezoar occidentale, chelac can-
crorum, balsam peruvianum, substantia cal-
careum ex aqua collegii, camphora cruda,
liquidambar, oleum caryophyllorum.
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It would appear, therefore, viewing these
three cabinets, that they have many points
of similarity : those of Vigani and Heberden
are certainly alike in design. All three con-
tain almost identical substances, most of
which are mentioned in Culpeper’s Herbal
and the London Pharmocopoeia of that time.
These substances are contained in little paper
trays folded in similar fashion and placed in
the various partitions in the drawers. There
are, however, special objects in each to which
I have referred. In Vigani’s there are many
essential oils and pharmaceutical prepar-
ations, in addition to the ordinary drugs. In
Addenbrooke’s there are the two outstanding
substances, the piece of human skull, and the
lapis nephriticus. In Heberden’s there is the
synopsis of his lectures which indicate that
the substances were used to lecture from
and not for use in medical practice : they are
therefore, materia medica cabinets and not
medicine chests.

In conclusion T wish to acknowledge my
indebtedness to the three colleges, Queens’,
St. Catharine’s, and St. John’s, for granting
me permission to have access to the cabinets,
to Dr. Langford for allowing me to quote
largely from his paper on John Addenbrooke,
and to the many authorities from which 1
have drawn the information given.

Cambridge is fortunate in possessing such
treasures and we are grateful to the colleges
for the care they have taken of them for over
two centuries.
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